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H E A D L I N E S  >

2021-22 Improvements at PCHS:  
AVID and Modified Block Scheduling
AVID College and Career 
Readiness Framework

Platte County High School (PCHS) introduced 
a new college and career readiness framework 
entitled AVID, starting with the 2021-22 
school year. AVID stands for (Advancement 
Via Individual Determination). This framework 
is a school-wide approach to help all students 
become better prepared and equipped for the 
path they choose after high school. With the 
AVID Framework in place, PCHS will be able to 
better support and prepare individual learners 
(both students and teachers), with the essential 
skills and educational rigor for success in life. 

Along with the implementation of the school-
wide framework, PCHS is also offering an AVID 
elective, geared toward students who have both 
the ability and desire to attend college and who 
would benefit from having a support system to 
make this transition a reality.

Elizabeth Hurst teaches the AVID elective at 
PCHS, and has 17 freshmen and sophomores 
enrolled this year. The class is designed to 
develop study habits and note-taking skills, soft 
skills to navigate relationship-building, higher-
level thinking and questioning skills, and self-
advocacy, as well as to expose students to college 
campuses, community service opportunities, and 
classes that will push students academically.

“AVID is helping students approach their learning 
more confidently, and on their own terms by 
teaching and emphasizing skills that can be used 
in any class,” Mrs. Hurst shares. “Our AVID elective 
students are really starting to become their own 
community as we tackle these skills together and 
learn from each other.”

Current 
AVID elective 
students will 
be invited 
to continue 
into Year 2 
and stay with 
the program 
through 
graduation. 
“Our goal is 
to continue 
implementing 
AVID 
strategies 
building-wide and expand the program across 
grade levels,” Dr. Keith Jones, PCHS Principal added.

“This class is showing us we can be better people,” 
PCHS freshman, Kahleea Stover shared. “I most 
appreciate the opportunity to go through this process 
with my peers and the chance to go to college.”

Modified Block Scheduling

PCHS has also moved to a modified block schedule 
this school year. With increased instructional 
time on Wednesdays and Thursdays through 
the use of this schedule, PCHS is building better 
relationships with students, extending classroom 
learning lessons and opportunities, and improving 
opportunities for student interventions. 

On Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays, PCHS has 
the typical 7-course day with improvements to 
Pirate Learning Time (PLT). On Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, the modified block schedule extends 
course class time to 90+ minutes (2nd, 4th and 
6th hours on Wednesdays with PLT; and 1st, 3rd, 
5th, and 7th hours on Thursdays without PLT).

Superintendent 
Announces 
Retirement 
Dr. Mike Reik, 
Superintendent, has 
announced his 
retirement effective 
June 30, 2022. 
Upon his retirement, 
he will have served 
13 years as 
superintendent and 
21 years in the Platte County School 
District. Board President Buffy Smith 
shared comments on behalf of the 
Board of Education: “Our district has 
made tremendous progress under Dr. 
Reik’s leadership. The benefits of his 
advocacy for our District in the 
region and his approach to building a 
solid foundation will be felt for many 
years to come. We wish him the best 
in his new endeavors and are 
committed to building on his 
successes in the Platte County 
School District.” The search process 
for Dr. Reik’s successor is underway. 
 

PCHS Earns 
Conference All 
Sports Award 
PCHS Athletics was honored to 
accept the Suburban Blue 
Conference All Sports Award for the 
2020-21 school year! Last year our 
Pirates won 10 conference 
championships and are looking for 
more this year. 
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Substitutes, Paraprofessionals, 
and Bus Drivers Needed 

We are hiring substitute teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and bus drivers! Visit www.plattecountyschooldistrict.
com/careers/currentopenings to apply.

Substitute Teachers. You pick your schedule - short 
and long term positions, as well as pre-scheduled 
positions are available. 

• Long-Term Substitute: $18.67 per hour (after 
completion of 5 consecutive days on same job 
assignment)

• Substitute: $14.00 per hour.
 
Paraprofessionals and Bus Drivers. Join the PCR-
3 team for competitive pay, and District-provided 
benefits package, as well as a rewarding working 
environment. 

• Bus Drivers. Driver pay starts at $16.00 per hour 
and increases with experience. 

• Paraprofessionals. Starting pay ranges from $13.98-
$17.22 per hour.

 
 

e-Treasures Newsletter
 

 
Sign up for PCR-3’s monthly electronic newsletter, 
e-Treasures. Register to receive e-Treasures, full of the 
latest news and events via email. You won’t want to 
miss an issue! Sign up by visiting the District website 
at www.plattecountyschooldistrict.com/departments/
communications. 

Platte County School 
District recognizes the 
importance of community 
input to help set the future 
direction of our schools.

We are launching the 
PCR-3 Community Advisory 
to gather volunteers who 
will have an ongoing role 
to review the District’s 

progress toward its Comprehensive Strategic Improvement Plan goals, 
as well as to provide input regarding the District’s general operation and 
specific issues impacting education activities and programs.

This group will review, discuss, monitor, and advise on a variety of topics 
including the academic calendar, long-range facility plan, fraud and audit, 
safety and security, attendance area boundaries, facility naming, technology, 
equity and inclusion, character education, health and wellness, and 
additional topics requested by the Board of Education. The group will meet 
quarterly, or more regularly as needed to complete specific tasks.

Any District resident, employee, or student may participate in the ongoing 
work of this group. PCR-3 hopes to have a full membership of 75 or more 
members. A PCR-3 Community Advisory Steering Committee will be 
composed of 8-10 District residents who represent a broad cross-section 
of PCR-3 parents and citizens with at least two representatives from each 
of PCR-3’s attendance areas. Steering Committee members will additionally 
meet in advance of full membership meetings.

If interested in serving on this advisory as a  
General Member or Steering Committee Member, 
please complete the application linked on our 
website (www.plattecountyschooldistrict.com) by 
October 29, 2021.

DISTRICT CONTACTS           >
District Education Center 
(Central Office) 
Main Number: (816) 858-5420
District Fax: (816) 858-5593
Dr. Mike Reik, Superintendent 
Dr. Rob Gardner, Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Mike Brown, Assistant Superintendent 
Angie Hughes, CPA, Executive Director of  
 Business Services 
Dr. Jay Harris, Executive Director of Operations 
Laura Hulett, Director of Communications 
Andy Hall, Director of Information Services 
Dr. Alicia Casey, Director of Academic Services 
Vicki Diggs, Board Secretary 
Glenda Christensen, Executive Admin 
Assistant

Pupil Services 
(816) 858-7001 
Dr. Jennifer Beutel, Executive    
  Director 
Dr. Chad Sayre, Director of Student  
  Services 
 
Transportation 
(816) 858-4820 
JT Thomas, Director

Northland Career Center 
(816) 858-5505 
Brian Noller, Director 
Jeff Green, Assistant Director

Platte County R-3 High School 
(816) 858-2822 
Dr. Keith Jones, Principal 
Michelle Howren Assistant Principal 
Matt Messick, Assistant Principal 
Kiel Giese, Assistant Principal 
Gabe Middleton, Athletic Director

Barry School 
(816) 436-9623 
Dr. Jason Haniger, Principal 
Dr. Jeff Adams, Assistant Principal

Platte City Middle School 
(816) 858-2036 
Dr. Chris Miller, Principal 
Robert Mueller, Assistant Principal

Compass Elementary 
(816) 858-0172 
Dr. Kimberly Archer, Principal 
Derek Colburn, Assistant Principal

Pathfinder Elementary 
(816) 436-6670 
Dr. Devin Doll, Principal 
Anna Bohn, Assistant Principal

Siegrist Elementary 
(816) 858-5977 
Johna Sutton, Principal 
Michael Powers, Assistant Principal

Great Beginnings Early Childhood 
(816) 858-5420 
Dr. Jennifer Beutel, Director
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Oct 22 End of 1st Quarter
Oct 29 Report Cards Go Home
Nov 3 & 4 Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov 5 No School
Nov 10 PLC Day, 2-hour early dismissal
Nov 24-26 No School - Thanksgiving Break
Dec 8 PLC Day, 2-hour early dismissal
Dec 22 1st Semester Ends
Dec 22 3-hour early dismissal
Dec 23-31 Winter Break

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Buffy Smith President
Gary Brown Vice President
Sharon Sherwood Member
Doug Doll Member
Alisha Elliott Member
Bobby Vann Member
Karen Bryant Member
Vicki Diggs Secretary

Paid for by:
Platte County R-3 School District,
Dr. Mike Reik, Superintendent
998 Platte Falls Road
Platte City, Missouri 64079

VISION 
Building learners of tomorrow...

MISSION
To prepare individual learners for success in life, the Platte County School District 

provides meaningful experiences in a safe and caring environment.

VALUES
Student Focus  Collaboration  High Expectations  Integrity

Visionary Leadership  Innovation  Results Orientation

PCR-3
Community 

Advisory

PCR-3 Community Advisory:
Apply by October 29

Trade and Grade. Peer 
helpers in the AVID class 
complete checks of students’ 
binders for organization and 
note-taking evidence for their 
entire schedule of classes.
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2021 Bond Program Update:  
Projects Under Construction/Out for Bid and On Schedule
In April 2021, voters approved Platte County School District’s no 
tax increase bond issue to fund the following growth management 
and facility projects. Much progress has been made since the issue 
passed, and updates are shared at our regular board meetings, via our 
e-Treasures newsletter, and posted on our website.

2021 Bond Program Projects
New Middle School #2 (A 500-600 student capacity 
middle school with potential for expansion on the donated 
80 acres near Hwy 152 & Platte Purchase.)

First Phase of Platte County High School Rebuild (The 
first phase includes 26 classrooms and learning labs; a new 
main gymnasium complex, cafeteria commons and kitchen, 
a new baseball field, and improved parking/traffic patterns.)

Barry School and Pathfinder Elementary Improvements 
(With the New Middle School #2 serving our southern 
attendance area, Barry and Pathfinder will be converted and 
renovated to support a PreK-5 environment.)

District-wide Upgrades (Improvements in school facilities 
with emphasis on safety and security improvements and 
technology upgrades.)

PCHS Rebui ld  Phase One Project .  The crews at the 
PCHS Rebuild Phase One project are making significant progress. The 
new classroom wing structural steel is going up, and the concrete 
FEMA shelter walls are underway. The precast wall panels for the new 
gymnasium complex will be erected in October, and trades are working 

to prepare the new 
baseball field. PCHS’s 
previous baseball 
field was displaced 
by this Phase 1 
Rebuild project. 

Our construction 
managers report 
that project has 
great momentum 
and is on track to 
finish as planned in 
December of 2022. 

New Middle  School  #2 Project .  The design of the New 
Middle School #2 project is now complete and the first construction 
package for site work was approved at the September meeting. 

This new facility will open in August 2023, and will be a dynamic 
space for learning, designed around concepts of future-focused 
flexibility and community support. 

Next Steps.  Please join us for the project groundbreaking on 
Wednesday, November 10 at 4pm at the job site. The District will be 
working with Community Advisory members on the new elementary 
boundary development beginning in January of 2022, followed by a 
community naming process in Spring of 2022.

 
The 2021 bond program was presented at no increase to the 
current tax levy because of a combination of effective financial 
management and strong growth in our tax base. These projects and 
improvements will:

• Provide necessary educational space to accommodate projected 
enrollment growth

• Address facility equity challenges at the middle school level
• Provide an improved learning environment at the high school
• Enhance safety, security, and technology district-wide; and
• Establish a balanced transition for students from elementary school 

(K-5) to middle school (6-8) to high school (9-12). 

Do you know of a special volunteer; a 
former teacher, employee, or student; or a 
community member who has contributed 
significantly to the enhancement of the 
Platte County R-3 School District or has 
had outstanding accomplishments after 
graduating from PCHS?  If so, you can 
complete a Hall of Fame nomination 
to recognize those special individuals. 
The PCHS Booster Club accepts 
nominations until December 1, and the 
Hall of Fame will induct new members 
in 2022. You can pick up an application 
at the high school office or access 
the online nomination form via the 
District website on the Hall of Fame 
page under the Community Channel at: 
www.plattecountyschooldistrict.com/
business_community/hall_of_fame.

Accepting Hall of 
Fame Nominations 
Until December 1

Homecoming 2021 was “Outta This World!” For this year’s “Outta This World,” outer space-themed Homecoming, PCHS returned to hosting the 
Victory Supper where underclassmen candidates and the Homecoming King, Senior Isaac Havemeier were crowned, fall activities provided season 
updates, Pirate Legacies (alums with current PCR-3 students) gathered, and PCHS’s band, dance team, cheerleaders, and alumni and youth 
cheerleaders performed. Students showed school spirit with hallway decorations, dress up days, marching the Homecoming parade, and sharing 
their talents at the Voice competition at Wells Bank’s community tailgate (PCHS Sophomore Kenidy Brisco with the win!). Members of the 2000, 
2001 and 2002 State Championship Teams gathered to be recognized pregame, and at halftime of the Pirates 35-0 win over Winnetonka, Senior 
Paige Roberts was crowned PCHS’s 2021 Homecoming Queen.

Thank you to these partners 

for supporting character 

education in our schools!

Barry SchoolPlatte City Middle School

Platte County High School Northland Career Center

Miller Donnelli Agency

Siegrist ElementaryCompass Elementary

Pathfinder Elementary

Platte County School District

Thank you to our 2021-22 Pirates ROCK Business Partners!

Through a nationwide waiver, the 
District has been approved to serve 
free meals to ALL students regardless 
of meal status, as well as all community 
members age 18 and under. This waiver 
is allowed for the 2021-22 school year.

Additional meals, adult meals, and a la 
carte items (extra milk, extra entrees, 
chips, etc.) are not included in the 
waiver.

Visit the “Menus” link on the District 
website or plattecountysd.nutrislice.
com to place orders and for additional 
information.

HALL FAMEOF

Waiver Allows Free 
Meals for All Students

PCR-3 parent Karen Bryant recognized 
a need for families with children with 
disabilities - securing quality childcare once 
their students entered middle school. Bryant 
took her idea to PCR-3’s Pupil Services 
and Transportation departments, as well as 
YMCA’s Platte County Community Center 
North staff to see if it could become a 
reality. “The reason I looked into something 
like this is that our kids age out of childcare, 
yet still have a need for supervision,” she 
shares.

Pupil Services contacted eligible families to 
promote the program, those who signed 
up would be provided transportation from 
our schools to the Y, and YMCA staff 
would provide interactive programming 
for students every day after school. All of 
the partners came together, and as of the 
beginning of October, 9-12 students are 
participating regularly.

“Our Learn and Grow program is a great 
opportunity for our 6th-12th grade children 
with disabilities to interact with each other 
in a fun, friendly, and safe environment. 
They are enjoying enriching experiences that keep them active and creatively learning about 
staying healthy,” Dr. Jennifer Beutel, Executive Director of Pupil Services added. “We’re 
fortunate to have a great community partner in the YMCA to help provide this opportunity.”

“I’m just over the moon with the program,” Bryant added. “Our kids get to swim, interact with 
the community, and spend time outside of school with their friends.”

YMCA’s Platte County Community Center North Executive Director Jamie Parrett shares that 
the YMCA wants to grow participation with PCR-3 and expand to other districts in Platte 
County. To ensure sustainability, the YMCA is looking for donors to support the growth and 
development of this program.

Community Partnership Fills a Need  
for PCR-3 Families

The Place to Be After School. Learn and 
Grow program students stay active after school 
with their peers with a variety of program 
activities each day, with supervision from both 
YMCA staff and PCR-3 teacher volunteers.

 OUTTA THIS 
World!

HOMECOMING 2021:

Overall Phasing of PCHS Rebuild. The total rebuild of PCHS will 
be funded through multiple bond issues. The complete PCHS rebuild is 
proposed to have approximately 280,000 square feet of new construction, 
with Wilson Auditorium being the only part of the existing building to 
remain once all phases are complete. The rebuild will be designed to house 
approximately 1,600 students and includes new-age learning classroom 
wings; updated fine arts, athletics, and multi-purpose educational spaces; a 
single cafeteria/serving area; and a two-story learning commons.

Phase 1

Phase 1

Phase 1

Future
Phases

Future
Phases

Future
Phases

W
ils

on
  

Au
d.

New Middle School #2 Design Complete. The images above show 
renderings of the completed design. From top, clockwise: front entry, flexible 
auditorium, and media center. 

PCHS Phase 1 Construction on Schedule.  
The image above shows construction progress as 
of October 1.


